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Unlocking Heraldry for Family 

Historians 

 

Course Book List 

 
 

 

Students often ask us for suggested additional reading for our courses. For most of our 

courses any additional reading is up to you. For our Intermediate and Advanced Certificates 

courses, students generally attain higher marks when demonstrating evidence of additional 

reading and there are some compulsory texts for our Advanced Certificate courses.  

 

Here is some optional further reading for this course, in the form of books that you may 

want to source before your course starts. There may be additional reading material 

referenced in the course notes. Of these your tutor particularly recommends John Brooke-

Little’s revision of Boutell’s Heraldry (any edition after 1970). All of the others are specific 

reference works. You don’t need to own any of these for the course but if you do get 

immersed in Heraldry you will certainly want to have Burke’s The General Armory and 

Papworth’s Ordinary of British Armorials. 

 

• T. Arkell, N. Evans & N. Goose, When Death Do Us Part: Understanding and Interpreting 

the Probate Records of Early Modern England, Leopard’s Head Press Ltd, 2004 

• Briggs, G. Civic and Corporate Heraldry. Heraldry Today (1971) 

• Brooke-Little, J.P. Boutell’s Heraldry (Revised Edition). Warne (1970)  

• Burke, J.B. The General Armory (1884 reprinted). Heraldry Today (1989) 

• Fox-Davies, A.C. Fairbairn’s Crests (Revised edition, 2 volumes). Jack (1892) 

• Friar, S. Heraldry for the Local Historian and Genealogist. Sutton (1992) 

• Huxford, J.F. Honour and Arms. Buckland (1984)               

• Papworth, J.W. Ordinary of British Armorials (1874 reprinted). Tabard (1961) 

• Pinches, J.H. & R. Royal Heraldry of England. Heraldry Today (1974)  

• Summers, P. & Titterton, J.E. Hatchments in Britain (10 volumes). Phillimore (1974-1994)  


